Dear Parents and Carers,
We look forward to welcoming you into school over the next few weeks for our Christmas celebrations. This year our
Christmas Church Service will take place at St. Bartholomew’s and All Saints Church on Thursday 20th December for a
10.30am start. Parents and carers are welcome to attend and if you can help us to walk the children safely down to
church, please contact the school office.
Final preparations are taking place for the LSA’s Christmas Fayre this Saturday, 11am-2pm and there are lots of activities
as well as some delicious refreshments planned. Entry is 50p a family; I am sure the event will help to get you and your
families into the Christmas spirit. Thank you for all the generous fayre donations and also to the LSA for all their hard
work and preparations.
All the classes have been very busy making some lovely Christmas decorations with an owl theme for our Longleaze
Christmas tree. Our entry ‘Hooting around the Christmas Tree’ will be displayed over the weekend in St. Bartholomew’s
Church; all proceeds from this event will go to the Wiltshire Air Ambulance. Thank you to Mrs Rose, for her creative owl
design ideas and to Miss Kirby our DT Lead for her organisation too. The tree has been a fantastic whole school team
effort of which we are all very proud.
The run up to Christmas is always very busy and we recognise that, whilst Christmas is a happy time, it can also add lots
of pressures too. If you find that you have a concern about your child or there is a school related issue, please make an
appointment to speak to your child’s class teacher in the first instance. Mrs Seal our Pastoral Manager and Mrs
Knowles our SENCO are also available to offer support and guidance.
With kind regards,

Laura Oakes
Head Teacher

Some of our beautiful owl decorations and our decorated Christmas
tree in church.
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Dear Parent/Carer,
Re: pupil premium and free school meals
If your child is eligible for ‘free school meals’ and you register them for this, we’ll receive extra funding called ‘pupil premium’.
We use this extra money to improve the educational provision and resources at the school.
What is pupil premium funding?
Pupil premium funding from the government is given to schools to help pupils reach their full potential, regardless of their
background or financial situation. It’s provided for pupils who:
• Are registered for free school meals
• Have been registered for free school meals at any point in the past 6 years
• Are, or have been, in care
• Have parents in the armed forces
At Longleaze Primary School we get an extra £1,320 for every eligible pupil who is registered for free school meals. This extra
money could make a real difference to the quality of education we offer. For example, we’ve previously used pupil premium
funding for:
Academic interventions e.g. one to one reading
Pastoral intervention to support the wellbeing and self-esteem of pupils
Funding of the Early Morning Drop session
School uniform
Is my child eligible for free school meals?
Your child might be eligible if you access:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance or Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than
£16,190)
• Working Tax Credit run-on
• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income not exceeding £7,400 (£616.67 per month)
Currently, pupils in reception, year 1 and year 2 are entitled to a free school meal thanks to a different government funding
scheme known as universal infant free school meals (UIFSM). You shouldn’t confuse UIFSM with free schools meals and the
pupil premium.
If your child is in reception, year 1 or year 2 and is eligible for free school meals according to the criteria above, you should still
register because we’ll receive the extra pupil premium funding.
Does my child have to eat the free school meals?
No. Pupils who are registered for free school meals don’t have to eat them. If you’re eligible but you want your child to have
packed lunches you should still register because the school will receive the funding which can support your child in other ways.
How do I register?
You only need to register once at the school. To register, please contact the school’s office.
More information
For more information about pupil premium go to our website, which contains details of how the pupil premium has been spent
in the past academic year and how it will be spent this year. If you have any questions or specific concerns, please contact Mrs
Radford or Mr Yeo our Disadvantaged Learners Lead.
Best wishes,
Mrs Laura Oakes
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School uniform orders

We still have a large stock of uniform available in the office. If you need any further uniform items, please
do come in and see us. One uniform order will now be placed a term with our supplier. Any orders this
term must be received with a completed form no later than Monday 17th December

Attendance

Class

Congratulations to Ash Class who won the Attendance Cup last week!

Attendance

Acorn

94.29%

Oak

94.29%

Lime

98.85%

Chestnut

96%

Elm

98%

Ash

99%

Book shop dates

Monday 3rd December 2.30pm-3.30pm
Wednesday 5th December 12.00p-1.00pm

Rowan

98.67%

Beech

97.14%

Silver Birch

94.19%

Inappropriate Media
Unfortunately we still hear that some of our children are accessing and viewing inappropriate films, television, video games and internet content, sometimes late at night.
Whilst we recognise that parental discretion can be used in some instances in assessing whether something
is suitable for a child to watch, it is quite damaging to children’s emotional stability to be subjected to content that is way beyond their comprehension, inappropriate for their age or scary.
Please may we ask that you investigate and respect the age-rating for the media that your child is accessing, especially at this time of year when you are considering Christmas presents. Content should be
watched and assessed without the child beforehand if you are considering allowing a child to watch media
that is recommended for older children.
As a school, we have a responsibility to ensure that all our children are kept safe from inappropriate material and we will investigate and inform the relevant agencies if we become aware of any parental neglect in
this area.
Thank you for your support in this.

Learning GEM OF the Term

Value of the Term

Ruby

Kindness
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FREE ACTS OF
NESS CALENDAR

CHRISTMAS KIND-

As you know, this term the value that we are focusing on is Kindness. During a recent assembly, the children were introduced to the idea of an ARK (an act of random kindness). As part of this assembly they
were shown an “Acts of Christmas Kindness” Advent calendar. On opening each door of this calendar,
children are greeted, not with a chocolate, but a suggestion of an act of random kindness that they could do
on this day. Please be aware that some of these acts may require some supervision!
We thought it would be lovely to share this resource with our parents and carers as it is something you
might like to do at home with your children.
We have spoken to the company that have produced this calendar and they have agreed that we can share it
with members of our immediate school community.
The calendar is available as PDF and can be printed out and constructed quickly and easily (even Mr Yeo
could do it!). It is available on our Home Learning section. We hope you enjoy using it!

Thank you
Mr Yeo
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Diary dates!
December
5th– Imperial war museum trip for Silver Birch and Beech
6th– No cycling
7th– Family Friday 8.45am-9.15am and 2.00pm; Beech class assembly
10th– Nativity dress rehearsal to school @ 1.45pm– 2.30pm

11th– Nativity performance to parents/ carers at 9.30am and 2.00pm
12th– Nativity performance to parents/ carers at 9.30am
13th– Lime cycling; Acorn and Chestnut cricket
17th– Carols around the tree 3.15pm– 4.00pm
18th– Christmas parties for Key stage 2
19th– Christmas parties for EYFS and KS1 Christingle service

20th– Lime cycling; Carol concert at St Bart’s church
21st-Last day of term at 3.05pm
January
7th– Term 3 begins
8th– 1.30pm cycling
9th– Fencing for Ash and Elm pm
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