21st September 2018

Dear Parents and Carers,
There has been lots of exciting learning taking place in all of our classes this week and we
have been very impressed with how well our new Foundation Stage children have settled,
as they are now in school full time.
Lots of engaging activities and events are planned for this term. Please keep an eye on the
Diary Dates to find out more. Our Y6 pupils are on their residential trip next week to the
Kingswood Activity Centre on the Isle of Wight. We know that they will all have a fabulous
time and we hope to hear lots about their new adventures on their return!
Don’t forget that our first Parents and Carer’s Evenings for this year take place on Monday
22nd and Tuesday 23rd October. Please make sure that you book your appointment on our
online booking system found in the Parent/Carer section of the school website.
We are aiming to make our school office as cashless as possible. Given the option, the majority of parents would prefer to pay online from home. If you haven’t got a ParentPay account please see Miss Mathews in the school office for an Activation Letter. Using
ParentPay reduces the need to queue up at the school office with cash or expect your child
to bring money into school. We recognise that some families prefer to pay cash, but all
money must be placed in a clearly labelled envelope. Money envelopes will be available
at reception, in case you forget! Thank you for your support with this.
Kind regards,
Laura Oakes
Head Teacher

Value of the Term

Learning GEM OF the Term
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Orick’s news from the classes...
Oak class settling in and are really enjoying their learning. Mrs Harris

Acorn class have had a fantastic week and have really impressed me with their readiness
for learning. The reception children have enjoyed exploring activities both inside and outside the classroom! Miss Kirby

Lime Class have made a great start to the year. They are looking very smart and eager to
learn. They have really enjoyed learning lots of new maths games to help embed their
maths skills. Mrs Rignall & Mrs Richards
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Chestnut class have been developing their mime skills to learn the story of 'Badger and the
Great Storm'. Miss L James

In Rowan, Ash and Elm as part of our Literacy unit on instructional writing we have
been making bread! Mrs Tye, Miss James & Mrs Boyle

In Silver Birch and Beech class we have thrown ourselves into our topic – Abracadabra!
There have been a variety of science investigations around materials. We even know that
chocolate would not make a good teapot. As scientists, we have used a range of metals to
test the flow of electricity as well as working out makes a good insulator or conductor. In
art, we have looked at the colour wheel and have been mixing colours to match leaves that
we collected. We are now ready to invent creative traps and potions to rid ourselves of annoying family members just like George. We will then be putting those into a set of helpful
instructions for others to use and follow. Mr Nash & Mr Robins
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Why reading matters…

“Children are made readers on the laps of their parents.” — Emilie Buchwald
At Longleaze, we understand that reading lies at the heart of learning. It is crucial that children learn to become fluent readers in the early years of their time with us.
Here are ten reasons why reading with your children is so important!
•

Reading helps children to absorb knowledge

•

Reading helps to develop language skills and creates discussion

•

Reading enhances children’s ability to concentrate

•

Reading encourages a thirst for knowledge

•

Reading helps children’s imaginations to grow

•

Reading helps to develop children’s creativity

•

Reading helps children to develop empathy

•

Stories play a role in children’s moral development

•

Reading creates a special time with your child

•

Children who develop a love of reading for pleasure have better academic outcomes,
not only in English, but in Maths as well

We would therefore please ask that, you find time regularly to hear your child read,
whatever their age. Please ask your child’s teacher if you need any help with any aspects
of this and do look out for Reading Workshops later in the year.
Also, if you would be interested in becoming a reading volunteer in School, please do let
the School Office know. We would be very happy to offer training to help with this role.

Miss L James
Reading Subject Lead
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The Longleaze Summer Challenge
A big thank you to everyone who completed the Longleaze Summer Challenge.
We did enjoy finding out about all of the exciting activities you got up to during the summer holiday, especially the extra ones that you added! These included: going up a mountain in a steam train, wood whittling, learning to body board, bat watching, riding a bike
without stabilisers, riding in a vintage car, completing an obstacle course on the sea, feeding a beluga whale, turning caterpillars in to butterflies and going foraging for fruit! What
a busy summer we have had!!
Everyone who took part received a certificate during last week’s celebration assembly.

Mr Yeo
Deputy Head

Summer Reading Challenge 2018
Congratulations to all the children who completed the Summer Reading Challenge this
year. The certificates were shared in last week’s assembly.
Well done! Shaye, Thomas, Henry, Chloe, Megan, Freddy, Bertie,
Thomas G, Jamie, Ewan, James, Rebecca, Samuel, Alex, Amy and
Erin.
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School uniform orders
We still have a large stock of uniform available in the office. If you need any further uniform items, please do come in and see us. One uniform order will now be placed a term
with our supplier. Any orders this term must be received with a completed form no later
than Friday 28th September.

Early Morning Drop Off
The Early Drop Off session starts at 8.15am every morning in the school hall.
Session cost £1.50 a day and booking forms are available in the School Office. If you require any further information, please come and speak to Miss Mathews in the office.
Sessions are open to all children attending Longleaze Primary School on a first come, first
served basis. Early Morning Drop off operates in the school hall and is run by Mrs Dicks,
Mrs Houghton, Miss Mathews and supported by Mrs Seal our Pastoral Manager. Our
team of highly trained staff aim to ensure the children have the very best start to their
day.

The Early Drop Off service offers A tasty breakfast - the most important meal of the day!
Breakfast Choices include:
A variety of cereals;
Drinks - water, milk and fruit juice;
Toast with a choice of spread and on occasions, different breads e.g. bagels;
Yogurts;
A Choice of fresh and dried fruit.
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The Governing Body of Longleaze Primary School is looking to appoint Co-opted Governors.
More information about the School can be found at our website address.
Governors play an important part in School life and this is an opportunity for someone
from the community to become involved with our school. Governors are expected to come
into School on a regular basis and spend time with staff and pupils and therefore on occasions need to be available during the school day as well as evenings. It is also recognised
that effective Governors can have a positive impact on both the School and local Community.
The Governing Body meets six times a year and governors will serve on one of two committees.
At this time the Governing Body is seeking someone who is not a parent; with particular
skills in the area of education on experience of human resources but other skills are always
welcome to complement those already involved. There is no need for specific educational
knowledge or background but the ability to offer a strategic view would be an advantage.
Full training and support will be offered.
To find out more, without obligation, contact Mrs Oakes, Head Teacher.
Telephone 01793 849251
email: admin@longleaze.wilts.sch.uk

Book shop dates
Monday 24th September 2.30pm-3.30pm
Wednesday 26th September 12.00pm-1.00pm
Monday 15th October 2.30pm-3.30pm
Wednesday 17th October 12.00pm-1.00pm
Monday 19th November 2.30pm-3.30pm
Wednesday 21st November 12.00pm-1.00pm
Monday 3rd December 2.30pm-3.30pm
Wednesday 5th December 12.00pm-1.00pm
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Dates for your Diary!
September
24th - Y6 to Kingswood
27th—Parent/Carer Forum
28th– Y6 return from Kingswood
October
2nd– Phonics workshop for EYFS at 6.00pm
3rd—Harvest Festival. Please bring donations of tins and packets.
5th– Silver Birch class assembly at 2.30pm; Family Friday in the afternoon 2.00pm3.05pm
8th– Rowan, Ash & Elm Trip to Legoland
10th– Open morning for EYFS September 2019
11th-Open morning for EYFS September 2019
22nd– Parents evening
23rd– Parents evening; End of Term 1
24th– PD day
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