
                         

 
Chestnut Class newsletter – Summer term 1  

            

29th April, 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                                                                    

Welcome back to a new term in Chestnut Class, we hope you enjoyed the lovely weather during the Easter break.  

Let’s keep our fingers crossed for more of the same in the coming term!    This term is very short but we have already 

enjoyed finding out about Italy, as part of our Multi-cultural Week.  We enjoyed ICT research, designing and making 

pasta jewellery and learning about the geography of Italy, including the smallest country in the world, Vatican City. 

As the days get warmer, may we please remind you to ensure your child has a water bottle and sun hat in school every 

day.  It is also advisable for the children to wear sun cream to protect their skin.  School staff are unfortunately unable 

to apply sun cream, so please would you ensure that you have applied it before school and perhaps give your child a 

‘roll on’ sunscreen, so they can easily re-apply it if needed. 

Our topic, called ‘Roots, Shoots and Muddy Boots’, is based around the wonderful Roald Dahl story, ‘James and the 

Giant Peach’.  We will continue to look at how things grow and live and start to understand the concept of fair testing 

in Science investigations.   We will also be getting to know some of the amazing characters that we meet in the book.  

Please see the attached topic web for more details of our learning this term. 

On Wednesday 8th May, we will be learning more about looking after our teeth.  If your child is able to bring 

in their toothbrush on that day (in a named bag please), we will practise cleaning our teeth.  Children will 

have the chance to use part of a disclosing tablet – Boots Plaque Reveal for Kids - to check their teeth for 

plaque after brushing.  If you do not wish your child to use these, please let us know.  Please do not worry if 

your child has blue or pink gums when they come home – it will soon disappear with more brushing! 

A letter will be sent out to you this week regarding the arrangements for the Key Stage 1 statutory assessments, which 
will commence on Thursday 16th May.  Should you have any questions about these please do come and have a chat.  
The homework packs for grammar and maths, which have been sent home already, offer children an opportunity to 
revise all our learning at their own pace over the next 3 weeks.  Please could completed home learning be returned to 
school by Friday 17th May.   

 
We would also really appreciate you continuing to listen to your child reading at home at least 3 times a 
week – well done to Emily, Callum and Chloe who have been our Orik award winners so far! 
 

This term, we are starting to provide the children with personalised spelling patterns to learn at home.  These are 
identified as those high frequency and common exception words and taught spelling patterns that the children have 
not yet secured.   Hopefully this will help children to embed the key spellings that will support them as they move in 
to year 3.  They will be tested with a partner on a Monday. 
 
We are very excited to let you know that we have planned our class trip to the Cotswold Wildlife Park for Thursday 
27th June.  More details will follow separately.  We will need some volunteers to help us with this trip so please speak 
to Ms Radford in the office if you are interested. 
 
With best wishes,  
 

Lise James                                          

Chestnut Class Teacher  


