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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to Term 3 and happy new year! 

The children in Oak class have today been welcoming the Chinese New Year with a visit to the Oriental 

Aroma Chinese Restaurant. This charity event raises funds for the Prospect Hospice. The children enjoyed 

a Chinese buffet, learnt about the Chinese calendar, Chinese writing and napkin folding. Thank you to all 

the staff for making us so welcome and for all the delicious food! 

As part of our Longleaze School Improvement Plan, we continue to focus upon raising the standards in 

Reading across the school. It is vitally important that children in all year groups get the opportunity to 

read regularly at home as well as in school. Children should be encouraged to read at least three times a 

week at home and it is very helpful if all the reading you do together is recorded in your child’s Reading 

Record Book. We will be rewarding children who read regularly at home this term.  

This term we look forward to Maths Week and this will include a Maths focus for Family Friday on Friday 

1st February. We also have our annual Relationships and Sex Education parent and carer information ses-

sion on Thursday 7th February and an Online Safety Workshop on Tuesday 5th February.  

I would like to take the opportunity to welcome two new co-opted governors to the Longleaze Governing 

Body Ms Melanie Smans and Mrs Alison Macey. Both Melanie and Alison bring a lot of valuable skills to 

the role and are keen to work effectively alongside the Longleaze School Community.  

As the weather is set to get colder, please ensure that your child comes to school with a warm, water-

proof coat and that any hats and gloves are clearly labelled. Please can I also remind you that trainers are 

not permitted in school unless for a medical reason. All long hair should be tied back and hair accessories 

should not be overly large. Thank you for your support with these matters.  

Kind regards,  

Laura Oakes 

Head Teacher 
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Value of the Term 

Aspiration 

Learning GEM OF the Term 

Sapphire 

Attendance 

Congratulations to Silver Birch Class who 

won the  Attendance Cup last week! 

Class Attendance  

Acorn 98.57% 

Oak 93.33% 

Lime 93.85% 

Chestnut 96.67% 

Elm 94.67% 

Ash 95% 

Rowan 98.67% 

Beech 97.14% 

Silver Birch 98.71% 
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Severe Winter Weather Warnings  

Should bad weather be forecast and the school is closed, we will text all parent/carers, 

issue a message on Heart FM and BBC Wiltshire and also post on the website and Face-

book. If we get snow and are not closed, please send your child to school with suitable 

outdoor clothing and footwear. 

2019 Bookshop dates 

Monday 28th January 3.00-3.30pm  

Wednesday 30th January 12.00-1.00pm  

Monday 25th February 3.00-3.30pm 

Wednesday 27th February 12.00-1.00pm  

Monday 25th March 3.00pm-3.30pm 

Wednesday 27th March 12.00-1.00pm  

Monday 29th April 3.00-3.30pm 

Money coming into School  

Please can we just remind you that all monies coming into the school office need to be in 

a named envelope with your child s class  and stating what the 

money is for. 

Staff News  

We would like to welcome Mrs Dawn Shelley who will be working as an MDSA and Mr   

David Gregory who will be working  as a TA supporting Elm Class.  
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Young Carers at Longleaze 

A Young Carer is a child under 18 who regularly helps to look after a family member or friend who is disa-
bled, ill, has a mental health condition or addiction problem.  
 
Children may engage in: 
 
*    Practical tasks (cooking, housework and shopping) 
*    Physical care (lifting or helping someone use the stairs) 
*    Personal care (dressing, washing, helping with toilet needs) 
*    Managing the family budget (collecting benefits and prescriptions) 
*    Managing medication 
*    Looking after younger siblings 
*    Helping someone communicate 
 
At Longleaze we can support young carers. Most of the young carers at Longleaze have brothers or sisters 
with additional needs, meaning that they sometimes have to attend hospital appointments, help a bit 
more about the house and be more independent if parents need to support the sibling. Being registered 
as a young carer provides children with some valuable 'special' time to mix with other children who may 
share similar experiences. As well as being supported by the Wiltshire Carer Council, our young carers at 
Longleaze benefit from meeting with other children from the primary schools in Royal Wootton Bassett 
every term to enjoy craft, cooking and games. 
 
If you, or a family member, needs support please contact Mrs Seal via the school office. All contact will be 
treated in the strictest confidence. 

The Power of Focus 

This term’s learning power is sapphire:  the power of Focus.   The sapphire learning power helps us to 

concentrate and ignore distractions.  

This year, the school has identified reading as an area to improve. We are particularly keen on encour-

aging children to tackle longer and more challenging texts.  Please help us to do this, either by reading 

regularly to your child at home or encouraging them to spend a reasonable length of time   reading their 

own book (20-30 minutes).  

If your child demonstrates the power of focus while reading or while they are listening to you read, 

please take time to fill out a Home Learning Certificate and return it to the school office. 

These certificates will be given out next week. 

Thank you 

Mr Yeo 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Next Term, in PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) lessons, every class will be learning about how 

we keep our bodies healthy and our minds happy using the Wiltshire Scheme of Work, Learn4Life. The 

Terms topic is entitled ‘My Family and Me’ and is an age appropriate curriculum covering the subjects 

considered to be important to personal, emotional and physical growth as your child progresses through 

Primary School. 

Relationships and Sex Education at Longleaze is taught in Year groups rather than classes so that we can ensure that chil-

dren are getting age-appropriate information. 

A summary of your child's learning will be sent home with them shortly. I believe that it is important for you to be aware of 

this learning so that you are able to anticipate and answer any questions that your child may have following these lessons. 

This year, I will also be running a 'Relationships and Sex Education at Longleaze' parent's information ses-

sion which will cover the following important topics: 

• The Longleaze Ethos (What we teach, when we teach it and why we teach it) 

• Big Talk Education "Growing up Safe" cards (Age-appropriate safety resources) 

• Keeping children safe online (including setting parental controls on devices and how to tackle the 

problem of access to inappropriate materials) 

• The new dangers faced by children today and how you can keep your child safe (to include Child 

Sexual Exploitation, Grooming, and The Law) 

There will also be an opportunity for our Year 4, 5 and 6 parents/carers to view the DVD's used to support 

their children's learning following this session. 

This session will be held on Thursday 7th February 2019 from 5.30pm. Please sign up to this session on the 

website (as you would for a normal parent's evening). Unfortunately, we cannot provide a crèche on this 

occasion. 

If you have any concerns at all regarding the above or if you would like further information, please do not 

hesitate to contact me and I will be happy to help. 

Thank you for your support 

CASeal 

Mrs Ceri Seal 

Pastoral Manager 
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Diary dates! 

January  

7th– Term 3 begins 

8th– 1.30pm cycling  

9th– Fencing for Ash and Elm pm 

15th– Acorn Y1 cycling  

16th– Ash and Elm fencing  

17th– Wildcats hockey Ash and Elm  

22nd– Acorn Y1 cycling  

23rd- Ash and Elm fencing  

29th– Maths workshop 9.00am-10.00am; Acorn Y1 cycling; Maths workshop 

6.00pm-7.00pm 

30th- Ash and Elm fencing  

31st- Wildcats hockey Ash and Elm  

February  

1st– Family Friday 8.40am –9.15am and 2.00pm-3.00pm; Elm Class assembly 

at 2.30pm 

5th– Acorn Y1 cycling  

 


