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Dear Parents and Carers,  

Thank you for your continued support during the first term of this academic year. The children have 

made good progress this term and you will see evidence of this in their work at our first Parent and 

Carer Meetings next week.  

During learning walks of the school it has been fantastic to see all the wonderful learning that is  

taking place. The children are taking a great pride in the presentation of their work. There is also 

lots of fabulous homework being handed in and we appreciate all your ongoing hard work with this. 

Homework really helps the children to master key concepts taught in school; it also enables parents 

and carers to take an active part in their child’s learning journey.  

The children continue to look very smart in their uniform. However, please can you ensure that  hair 

accessories aren’t too big or bright.  The children have also been reminded that trainers are for PE 

sessions only or for a medical need. It is important that, as the weather changes, every child brings 

a warm, waterproof coat and that it is clearly labelled. As outlined in our School Uniform Policy, 

shorts and summer dresses are not to be worn after the Term 1 break.  

I hope that you and your families enjoy the Autumn holiday.  

With kind regards,  

Laura Oakes 

Head Teacher 

 

  

 

Value of the Term 

Fairness 

Learning GEM OF the Term 

Diamond 

Friday 19th October 2018 
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Lego Land  

On Monday 8th October, Rowan, Ash and Elm classes visited LEGOLAND.  We took part in 
a Lego workshop which helped us improve our knowledge of the timeline and inventions 
from different periods of history.  We then put our knowledge to the test by building    
something we had learnt about with Lego.  After this, we had time to explore the park 
and the different rides and attractions. Here is what some of the children thought: 

“We went on a great water ride, which was amazing!” Erin 

 

We did so many things, including: Viking River Splash, Mini Land, Driving School, a fire     
engine ride and a workshop.” Thomas 

 

“In Mini Land everything was made of Lego.  I saw a racing track and pushed a button to 
drive the cars and have a race.”  Todd 

 

'I enjoyed 'Mini-land', there were lots of buildings from different countries and all made 
out of Lego, amazing!' Freddy  

 

'We went on the amazing 'Scarab Bouncer' which was so scary but so fun!' Scarlet  

 

'The 4D movie was great because there was fire and water, it felt like you could reach out 
and touch them!' Reece  

 

Thank you to all the Parent/Carers that came to help with the trip the children all had a 
great day!  
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Attendance 

Congratulations to Elm Class who won the Attendance 

Cup last week! 

Class Attendance  

Acorn 96.79% 

Oak 94.29% 

Lime 98.46% 

Chestnut 98.33% 

Elm 98.67% 

Ash 98% 

Rowan 95.67% 

Beech 93.93% 

Silver Birch 98.06% 

The target for ‘good’ attendance is set  by the DfE at 97% 

The attendance for Term 1 has been good throughout the school. However, it is important that this is 
maintained. There is a direct correlation to pupil attendance and pupil achievement at school. We are 
often asked about leave of absence. Please see the information relating to this below, as issued by the 
local authority.  

If your child is absent from school, please let the school know before 9 am. 

 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS / CARERS—Issued by Wiltshire Council  

Re: Unauthorised absence from school – including requests for Leave of Absence (holidays in term 
time) 

It is the responsibility of the Headteacher to consider whether absences are authorised or not dependent 
upon the reason provided by the parent / carer.  Therefore, if the school advises a parent / carer that un-
authorised absence has been accrued or that a Leave of Absence will be marked unauthorised there 
would be evidence of the child failing to attend school regularly. 

Where there is evidence of unauthorised absence, the school has a duty to notify the Local Authority for 
the consideration of the issuance of a Penalty Notice to each parent / carer.  

As retrospective authorisation is not permitted for instances of Leave of Absence (holidays in term time) 
prior permission should be sought direct from the school prior to any Leave of Absence being taken.  

There is no automatic right to authorised absence from school and it remains the responsibility of the 
Headteacher to determine whether or not authorisation is permitted. 
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Safety Week: 5th-9th November 2018 

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER! 

 
Please find below details of our annual Safety Week. During this week we will be looking 
at some of the areas of safety we feel are relevant to our children at Longleaze. 
 
Monday 5th November 2018 

 

We will introduce the week with a whole school assembly on Monday 5th November. Dur-
ing this assembly we will introduce our new value of the term Kindness and discuss the 
meaning of safety, when things may be dangerous and how we can keep ourselves safe.  
We will talk about how to keep ourselves safe on Halloween and on Bonfire Night.  

 

Tuesday 6th November 2018 

 

We are pleased to welcome PCSO Andrea Hector into school on Tuesday. Andrea will be 
talking to all of our KS1 children in the morning about "people who keep us safe" and the 
role of the PCSO to ensure that children are not scared of police officers and perceive 
them as people of safety who can help them if needed. In the afternoon, Andrea will speak 
to our KS2 children about keeping themselves safe whilst out and about in Royal Wootton 
Bassett and the difference between calling 999 and 101. 
 
Also on Tuesday, during whole school assembly, the children will be learning about keeping 
safe around the waterways in Royal Wootton Bassett.  We welcome back Mrs Jan Davey 
from the Canal and Rivers Trust who will deliver this assembly and feel this is particularly 
important due to the proximity of the canal and Jubilee Lake. 
 
Thursday 8th November 2018 

 
Our children in Years 1 and 3 will be working together with Mrs Carole Williams from Wilt-
shire Walksafe to learn all about keeping themselves around the road. In Year 1 the chil-
dren will receive an initial talk and then work together in small groups in the hall to prac-
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Later in November… 

 

 

…we will be  welcoming the Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service in to school to deliver mes-
sages about fire safety to our Year 2, Year 5 and Year 6 children. We will also be partici-
pating in Anti-Bullying Week from 12th-16th November and thinking about how we can 
prevent bullying in schools. 

 

Additional Lessons 
PSHE lessons during Safety Week will include topics such as fire safety, rail safety, water 
safety, safety around the home, safer strangers, being out and about in the dark, person-
al responsibility, cyber-bullying and playing safely. Lessons are age appropriate and deliv-
ered over your child’s whole time at Primary School. Please speak to myself or your 
child’s class teacher if you would like more information about the lessons they will be re-
ceiving this year. 

 
 

Class teachers will also be using our Big Talk, Growing Up Safe resources to reinforce im-
portant messages about personal safety. These age-appropriate cards are designed to 
teach children about difficult topics such as sexual abuse and inappropriate touching. 
Please pop in and see me in Willow if you would like to view these cards and I will be 
happy to go through them with you if I am free, or organize a more appropriate time if I 
am not. 
 

What you can do 
As with all issues surrounding child safety, we would like to work in harmony with par-
ents and we recognise that you are the primary educators for your children in these im-
portant areas. Please support the school by reinforcing these messages and if you would 
like any further information or have any feedback following the lessons, please do not 
hesitate to contact me and I will be happy to help. 
Yours Sincerely 
 

CA Seal 
 
Mrs Ceri Seal 
Pastoral Manager 
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Book shop dates 

Monday 19th November 2.30pm-3.30pm 

Wednesday 21st November  12.00pm-1.00pm  

Monday 3rd December  2.30pm-3.30pm 

Wednesday 5th December  12.00pm-1.00pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use the link below to register your child 

https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/school-submission-form/?
s=cf6b89859f9df01572ad0c68b29492fa59ca37d77d417f88ca0a2dd0d0771751 
This can also be found on the school website under Parent/Carer tab 

Congratulations to James, Praise, Jake, Amabel, Arianna, Kya, Lillian, Chloe, Chloe, Lauren 

and Grace for achieving the diamond learning power for being responsible and                

independent. They were awarded their certificates in our Celebration Assembly last week. 

https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/school-submission-form/?s=cf6b89859f9df01572ad0c68b29492fa59ca37d77d417f88ca0a2dd0d0771751
https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/school-submission-form/?s=cf6b89859f9df01572ad0c68b29492fa59ca37d77d417f88ca0a2dd0d0771751
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Diary dates! 

October  

22nd– Bikeability group 3; Parents /Carers Meetings  

23rd—Year 4 Swimming and Catch up Y5 & Y6 

23rd– Parents/Carers Meetings; End of Term 1 for pupils 

24th– Professional Development  Day—Teaching Staff 

November  

5th– Start of Term2; Safety week  

8th-  Individual and sibling photos; Lime class cycling  

8th– LSA Movie Night 

9th– Remembrance assembly  

12th– Flu immunisation YR-5 

14th— Robin Hood production to whole school 

22nd– Parent/Carer Forum ; Lime class cycling  

29th—Lime cycling 

December  

5th—Beech and Silver Birch trip to Imperial War Museum  

6th– Lime cycling  

11th– Nativity performance to parents and carers at 9.30am and 2.00pm  

12th– Nativity performance to parents and carers at 9.30am 

13th—Lime cycling  

17th– Carols around the Christmas Tree  

20th– Carol concert at St Bartholomew’s Church  

21st– Christmas parties; End of term at 3.05pm 

 


