
Parent Carer Forum Minutes - Thursday 5th October 2017 

Present: Mrs George (Oak Class), Mrs Neville (Acorn Class), Mrs Delicate (Lime Class), Miss 

Chesshire (Chestnut Class) , Mrs Inoue (Rowan Class), Mrs Brooke (Ash Class),  Mrs Hunter 

(Elm Class),  Mrs Smith (Beech Class), Mrs Smith (Silver Birch Class), Mrs Oakes (Head 

Teacher), Mr Levitt (Chair of Governors) and Mr Yeo (Deputy Head Teacher). 

• Introductions – The group introduced themselves and explained which class they 

were representing. 

 

Aims 

• Mr Yeo shared the aims of the Parent / Carer Forum to the representative.  These 

are available on the website.  

 

• Agenda Setting 

Mr Yeo also explained that agenda points for meetings should: 

 

1) whenever possible, be raised by representatives in advance of the meeting; 

2) be raised on the basis of the feelings / opinions of a significant group of parents 

rather than a few individuals; 

3) be based on whole school issues. Concerns about individual classes should be 

addressed with the class teacher, Mrs Oakes or Mr Yeo. 

 

•      The Constitution 

 

The members of the forum read through the constitution (which is also available on the 

website). 

 

• Actions from the Previous Meeting 

Action Time Scale Notes 

Information about being a Parent /Carer forum 
representative to be included in class meeting agendas in 
Term 1. 
 
Information about the aims of the Parent / Carer forum 
and the work that it has done already, to be included in a 
newsletter in Term 1. 

Term 1 
2017-2018 

Completed 

Agenda for Parent /Carer forum will be in the newsletter 
beforehand to give parents a chance to put forward their 
ideas through their class representatives. 

Term 2 
2017-2018 

This will begin from 
Term2 onwards 

In Term 1, the school will audit and update parent contact 
details. 

Term 1 
2017-2018 

This is on Mrs 
Radford’s to do list. 

The school will publish an annual calendar with the dates 
of specific events throughout the year. These may well be 
subject to change.  This will be published in Term 1 

Term 1 – 
2017/2018 

Completed 
 
 



The school will plan in at least one open family day that is 
not a Friday. Family Fridays will be linked to an area the 
school is focusing on e.g. reading, maths, and safety. 

2017/2018 There will be a 
family Wednesday 
this year on 
Wednesday 24th 
January 

 

• Feedback from new Homework Policy 

There was overwhelmingly positive feedback about the new homework policy.  The forum 

suggested that parents like the new formal approach.  They liked the way the maths sheets 

were set at different challenges (like the chilli challenge). 

They felt that, although the homework was not too onerous, it was more rigorous than Pick 

and Mix and prepared the children for secondary school 

The parents liked the way they can see which areas of maths their child might struggle with.  

They also liked the fact that children from different classes (within their family) might all be 

working on the same area e.g. place value. 

• Reading Expectations 

The forum discussed whether the guidance for homework should state that children should 

read 3 or 5 times a week – There was a feeling that 3 times a week might limit how often 

children read (particularly if the children were aware that this is the expectation).  It was 

agreed that the word “minimum” would be included in the guidelines in the future. 

Mrs Oakes reminded the forum that reading was an important part of school’s SIAP 

The forum suggested that sometimes a structured task, linked to reading, could form the 

Litercay part of the homework e.g. Can you read another example of a different genre? Can 

you write a book review? Staff will be consulted on this. 

The school will also include a recommended list of books on the website for different year 

groups. 

• New Arrangements for Class Assemblies 

The forum gave very positive feedback about the new arrangements for class assemblies 

e.g. classes perform their assembly just to parents, without the rest of the school being 

present. A follow up to the class assembly will also go in the newsletter so parents, who are 

not able to attend, will be made aware of the learning that has been going on in their child’s 

class. 

• Possible future projects  

Mrs Oakes explained to the forum that the LSA was raising money to develop the school’s 

library. 



• School dinners  

The parent forum discussed the way school dinners are ordered and whether this could be 

made more stream-lined. 

• Swimming Lessons 

The forum raised the issue that some parents were confused about the increase in cost for 

swimming.  Mrs Oakes explained that this is because there has been an increase in the 

number of lessons that children are receiving. In fact, per lesson, swimming lessons are now 

cheaper than they were before. The forum raised concerns about some parents struggling 

to pay for these lessons.  

The school will give parents more information about the increase in the cost of swimming 

lessons and allow parents more time to pay for them in instalments (by given them more 

warning about when their child is swimming). 

• Improving communication between the forum and other parents 

The forum discussed different ways of improving the consultation process, so parents find it 

easier to voice their opinions about issues on the Parent Forum agenda.  One possibility was 

that an ideas box would be put in the school foyer for parents to comment on future agenda 

items. 

Date of Next Meetings: 

Thursday 23rd November 2017 – 9am 
Thursday 1st February 2018– 9am 
Thursday 22nd March 2018 – 9am 
Thursday 10th May 2018 – 9am 
Thursday 28th June – 9am 
 

Action Timescale Comments 

In the future, the word “minimum” would be 
included on the guidance for how many times 
pupils are expected to read at home. 

When new 
homework books 
are issued. 

 

The staff will be consulted on the possibility of 
sometimes including a reading related piece of 
homework in homework books. 

18.10.2017  

The school will include a recommended book 
list for different year groups on the website. 

End of term 1  

A short follow up report, (informing parents 
what learning has happened in class) will be 
put in to the newsletter after class assemblies. 

After school 
assemblies 

 

The parent forum will canvas the opinions of 
other parents about whether they would like 
to pre-order school dinner options from a 
menu. 

23.11.2017  



The school will give parents information 
explaining the new increases in costing for 
swimming lessons. 

End of Term 1  

The school will ensure parents know the date 
of their child swimming well in advance so 
they will be in a better position to pay for 
them. 

End of Term1  

The school will explore the possibility of 
putting a consultation box in the foyer for 
parents to share their opinions. 

Term 2  

 

 


