
 
CHESTNUT CLASS NEWSLETTER - AUTUMN TERM 1 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                                                                             11th September, 2017 

Welcome back to a new school year at Longleaze.  We have been so proud of how the children have settled in to 

Chestnut Class during their first week back. 

Year 2 is a very important one for our children and we look forward to talking with you about this at our Class 

Meetings to be held on Wednesday 13th September after school, either at 3.15pm or 4pm.  The meetings will last 

no longer than 30 minutes. 

At these meetings, we will discuss the (much higher!) expectations of the year 2 curriculum and what you can do to 

help your children.  The challenge for us is to make sure that the learning is still fun; I hope you will see from our 

topic web overleaf that we will be doing our best to achieve this. 

There is a very strong focus on handwriting, spelling, grammar and punctuation in the year 2 Curriculum and these 

basic skills will be taught very often.  Along with the rest of the school, we will use Talk for Writing as a way to 

engage children with their writing, through drama, performance and literacy games. 

Maths will be taught daily, but in ‘blocks’ of topics as part of our maths scheme of work, to ensure children have the 

opportunity to really grasp and understand concepts, apply them and use reasoning in different contexts.  During 

our first term, we will be focusing on place value and addition and subtraction.  

Mrs Richards will teach RE and PE on a Wednesday afternoon.  Our other PE/Dance slot will be changeable, so please 

would you ensure that your child has their PE kit in school every day from Monday to Friday. 

We have assessed your child’s reading book level this week and they will be encouraged to change their books at 

least twice a week.  They will also be asked to review the books they have read.  Whilst we celebrate children’s 

progress in decoding (reading the words), the most important thing is for them to have a strong understanding of 

the text they have read.    There are some questions stems on our school website – under ‘Curriculum’ - which can 

be used to question your child about what they have read, which you may find helpful.  

There are a few ‘housekeeping’ points to let you know about: 

 Children will be given a choice of fruit each day for a healthy snack 

 Children can keep their water bottles in class, to drink as they wish, so long as they only contain water.  

 Kindly label ALL clothing, as the children look so smart in their uniforms and we don’t want to lose any items!  

Homework is changing at Longleaze, to ensure that it fully supports our learning in class. This will be discussed at the 

class meetings, but once homework books come home, please do ask if there is anything that you remain unsure of. 

If you have any worries or concerns, please do speak to me after school or, if you have an urgent message in the 
morning, please let Mrs Rose, our Teaching Assistant, know. 
 

With best wishes, 

Lise James 

Chestnut Class Teacher 


