
 

 

 

9th September 2016 

 
 

 

Contents 

 Next Week Events 

 Welcome 

 Learning Powers 

 Attendance 

 Tidy Classroom Award 

 Thank you 

 Money sent into the office  

 Important Safeguarding news 

 Water bottles 

 Values at Longleaze 

 Achievements 

 How the school communicates with parents   

 Class meetings 

 Family Fridays 

 Important Safeguarding news 

 Water bottle reminder 

 Worry box 

 Head Lice information 

 Parent Governor Vacancy   

 School Book Shop 

 Summer reading challenge  

 Mobile phones  

 LSA Disco  

 Diary Dates 

 Lost Property 

 Allergens in school lunches 

 Next week’s menu 

Tidy Classroom Award 

Congratulations to Silver Birch Class 

who won the Tidy Classroom Award 

in the last week of term. 

Next Week’s Events 

Monday - Class letters go out and Pick and 

Mix (Y1-6) sent home 

Friday - Elm Class first swimming; YR stay for lunch. 

Welcome back to a new school year! We hope that 

you all had a lovely summer and enjoyed the sun-

shine.  

This newsletter has a LOT of information!  So… 

settle down with a cuppa and your choice of diary 

and join us in getting ready for a full and busy term 

ahead! 

There are also many of the Diary Dates for this 

term - including Christmas plans! Please take note 

of everything, so that you know what is happening 

and your child doesn’t miss out.  

We hope that the class meetings will answer any 

questions you might have, but do feel free to catch 

me on the playground or make an appointment if 

you wish to discuss anything in more detail.  

Thank you  

Clare Pickard  



 

 

Attendance 

Congratulations to Silver Birch Class who won the  Attendance Cup last term, and to Acorn, Oak, Chestnut, 

Elm, Ash, Rowan, Silver Birch classes who had no minutes lost from learning!  Fantastic! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Attendance  Number of late arrivals Minutes lost 

Acorn 95.56% 0 0 

Oak 90.71% 0 0 

Lime 98.97% 1 15 

Chestnut 95.33% 0 0 

Elm 98.52% 0 0 

Ash 99.26% 0 0 

Rowan 96.58% 0 0 

Beech 96.00% 3 25 

Silver Birch 99.39% 0 0 

The target for 

‘good’ attendance 

is set by the DfE at 

97% 

Learning Powers 
At Longleaze, we provide opportunities for the children to acquire positive learning behaviours, which we call 
‘Learning Powers’, and we celebrate these in class and through assembly. 
We do this as positive learning habits impact on children’s levels of attainment and achievement over time.  Also, 
by thinking positively about themselves and others can dramatically impact on a child’s ability to learn.  Building 
up courage means children are not as fearful when it comes to taking risks (in their learning) when the possible 
outcome might be making a mistake.  Lastly, by using the appropriate Learning Power, children are able to cope 
with disappointment in learning or generally just not getting their own way. 
This list is a brief outline of some of the behaviours the children are trying to acquire: 
Diamond Being responsible 
Ruby  Supporting others 
Emerald Being courageous and sticking with it even when it gets tough 
Sapphire Keeping focus 
Amethyst Co-operation (with a partner) 
Topaz  Collaboration (as part of a group) 
We are re-launching the project this year, by putting a termly focus on each Learning Power in our Friday assem-
bly (there will be opportunities for all the gems to be earned during the week).  For Term 1, we will be concentrat-
ing on the Diamond Learning Power. 

Learning GEM OF the Term 

Diamond -  Being responsible 

Money sent into the office 

Please can we remind all parents/carers that cash and cheques need to be in a 

named envelope stating what it is for.  The office does not have change available so 

please ensure the correct payment is enclosed.  Many thanks. 



 

 

A Values Based Education at Longleaze 

 

What are the aims of our values at Longleaze? 

At Longleaze Primary School it is our aim to raise standards by promoting a school ethos which is underpinned 

by a set of core values. These values support the development of the whole child, helping each one to become a 

reflective learner who makes a positive contribution to the communities they live in. Our school motto is 

‘Learning for Life’.  The values we teach our children today will stay with them for the rest of their lives. 

 

The 6 Values that we will be focusing on this school year are:  
 

Fairness - Tem 1 

Kindness - Term 2 

Aspiration - Term 3 

Tolerance - Term 4 

Courage - Term 5 

Hope - Term 6 

 

What can I do at home? 

Each term, the school will send out a certificate for parents and carers to fill in to celebrate occasions when chil-

dren have demonstrated the value of the term at home.  Please take time to fill these out and send them back 

in to school.  They will be displayed on our values board in the school hall.  

 

You can also take opportunities to deepen your child’s understanding of values  through discussion with them.  

For example, this term we are focusing on the value of Fairness.  You might ask your child “Are there some situ-

ations when it is fair that one person receives more than another?” or “Is it fair that one person in our family 

should have more say than another?” 

Value of the Term 

Fairness 

Thank you 

 For your gifts and good wishes at the end of last term.  

 For sending the children in school uniform - they look so smart!  

 To all staff for their time in preparing for the new year. They spend a great deal of time ensuring 

that classrooms and lessons are ready for September. The school is looking wonderful. 

 To Mr Dicks who has spent most of the summer break in school as we have had a great deal of 

building work done: new windows, doors and roof for Willow, replacement windows in Ash and 

Elm and a new heating system throughout the school, not to mention all the usual jobs that have 

to be done when the school is closed.  We are grateful for all he has done in order for the school 

to be safe to open on 5th September. 



 

 

     Achievements 

 

Congratulations to Charlotte Smith for achieving 

the British Gymnastics proficiency 

award for level 3! 

 

Class meetings  

We would like to invite Parents and Carers to a 

meeting with their class teacher to hear what is    

happening this year.  The meetings will be after 

school.  We look forward to seeing you.  

Thursday 15th September - 5.30pm - Silver Birch  

Monday 19th - 3.15pm - Ash 

Tuesday 20th - 3.15pm - Rowan 

Thursday 22nd September 3.15pm - Beech and Elm  

Thursday 22nd September - 4.00pm - Lime  

Thursday 22nd September - 5.00pm - Chestnut 

Monday 26th September - 3.15pm EYFS in Oak and 

Acorn  

Tuesday 27th September - 3.15pm - Acorn (Year 1)  

Communication with our parents and carers is of great 

importance to us and, over the years, we have made 

many changes in response to feedback, including from 

the Parents’ Forum.  The main ways in which we com-

municate with you (apart from speaking to you - the 

most important way) are: 

 The school’s website at www.longleaze.wilts.sch.uk.  

This has lots of information , term dates, policies, 

class and curriculum amongst others.  Our website 

will be responsive from next week which means you 

will be able to read  it on a smart phone or tablet 

which we hope will make it easier for you.   

 We will soon be launching the Longleaze app which 

will let you know when any information is updated 

on the website.  There may be teething problems 

and we appreciate your patience with this. 

 Orick’s Facebook page.  Please note that, although 

this is checked regularly (but not always daily), it is 

not a place to ask questions which need a prompt 

reply from Orick.  He does go home to sleep and 

doesn’t work at the weekend or during the holidays! 

 Our weekly newsletter is emailed out and put onto 

the website on a Thursday.  As this is now accessible 

to everyone due to the new website, we will no long-

er be providing paper copies. 

 Texts.  The Office send out texts to remind you of 

things that are happening that day or the next day. 

 Scrolling bar in the outside Office window.  This 

works when it is dull - the sunshine makes it tricky to 

read!  This will tell you a reminder of something hap-

pening during the coming days. 

Family Fridays at Longleaze 

Family Fridays are an opportunity for you to spend 

some time in your child’s classroom often working 

alongside them.  These sessions take place on      

selected dates, during a Friday morning and        

afternoon.  During the afternoon, we also hold our 

Celebration Assembly when some children  receive 

Learning Power and Values certificates, and we  

celebrate the learning that has taken place during 

the week either inside or outside of school. 

 

The next Family Friday dates are:  

Friday 4th November and Friday 2nd December. 

 

The sessions are: 

8.40-9.15am.  Please go into school with your child, 

and leave through the main entrance at Reception.   

1.15-3.05pm.  Please go to the main entrance. 

 

During Key Stage 1 afternoon play, we ask parents 

to wait in go to the school hall. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at either or both of 

these sessions. 

Summer Reading Challenge  

The Summer Reading Challenge is coming to 

an end; make sure you bring your certificates 

to the school office for them  

to be celebrated in assembly 

on the 16th September! 



 

 

Important Safeguarding Information 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Please may we remind you that whilst your children are at school between the hours of 8.40am and 3.05pm they 

remain the responsibility of the school staff. 

At Longleaze we take this responsibility very seriously and want to ensure that your child is safe in our care at all 

times. To help us fulfil this responsibility, please may we respectfully ask that you do not try to contact your chil-

dren directly during these times and pass the message on to other members of your family who may live or visit 

Royal Wootton Bassett. 

This includes: 

Talking to children through or over the external fences 

Talking to children via the Longleaze Pre-School or Children's Centre premises i.e. over the fences 

Contacting your child via a private mobile phone device 

If you need to contact your child during the school day, please telephone the school office on 01793 849251 and 

we will safely arrange this contact. 

If your child needs to bring a mobile phone to school, either to ensure their safety walking to or from school or in 

the event of needing it after school, then these should be stored in the school office during the school day and 

your child should collect their device at the end of the day. 

In addition, as part of our safety PSHE education, we teach the children not to talk to any adults who are not on 

school property, including members of their family. 

 

If you have any questions or comments regarding the above request please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Pickard 

or Mrs Seal and we will be happy to discuss them with you. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Mobile Phones 

 

Do you know that the contact and conversation that a child has whilst growing up, has a significant im-

pact on their brain development and mental well-being?  Take a look at:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=apzXGEbZht0 

With this in mind, we are reminding you that mobile phones must NOT be used on the school premises, 

except for taking photographs at agreed school events.  At the end of the school day, your child may 

want to talk to you about their day - please help them by doing this by putting your phones away while 

on the school grounds. Thank you. 



 

 

HEAD LICE 

Within most schools at any one time there will be a small number of children infected with head lice.  Infection levels remain 

fairly constant so we need your help to combat the bugs!  

As a school it is our job to promote the policy and ensure parents/carers are provided with the advice and support to effec-

tively detect and treat cases of head lice affecting their own children. 

 

We understand your frustrations and concerns regarding head lice.  Here are some answers to your questions: 

Who is responsible for the prevention of head lice? 

It remains parental responsibility to detect and administer treatment for head lice to their own children. 

 

Why do you not exclude children from school who have head lice? 

This is not an option.  The Department for Education advises that children should not be excluded.  The reason for this is that 

although head lice are unpleasant it is not classed as an infectious disease, which warrants keeping a pupil away from school.  

 

Why do we no longer receive letters when there is an outbreak of head lice? 

Most schools are likely to have a few children with head lice at any one time.  On that basis, ‘alert’ letters could potentially 

be required every day of the school year.  ‘Alert’ letters also frequently lead parents to attempt to treat their children pre-

ventatively, which is neither effective nor advised.  Head lice infection cannot be prevented, and over-use of insecticide 

treatments may lead to resistance.  We send a text alert just to the families in the class where there is an outbreak, and let 

the parent/carer of the child infected know directly. 

 

What is the school doing to help control infection?  

Although schools no longer have ‘nit nurses’ or do termly checks, we do still have an important role in supporting parents in 

managing the problem.  By working closely with parents, carers and our children and promoting the head lice policy we can 

hopefully make a difference.  We will provide advice and support to parents by promoting our new campaign ‘Once a week, 

take a peek’, developing information on the school website to offer advice on detection and treatment, and additional sup-

port from the School Nurse if requested by a parent.  If your child is suspected of having head lice we will inform you and 

request that you check your child and treat if necessary.  If a child is continually infected, we will seek advice from the School 

Nurse about supporting the family. 

 

What can I do as a parent to help control infection? 

As previously mentioned it is parental responsibility to detect and administer treatment for head lice to their own children.  

We would like you to check your child for head lice once a week using a nit comb which is available from the local chemist.  

Please check your child’s hair regularly as head lice don’t always cause an itchy scalp (head) so many people will be unaware 

that they are infected.  We request that long hair is tied up to minimise head to head contact in school.  

Treating head lice is not a problem.  Detection and effective ongoing treatment of head lice is key to reducing the outbreaks.  

Should your child come home with head lice the whole family will need to be treated.  We appreciate that this can be costly 

and you might consider asking your doctor for a prescription as this is sometimes possible.  Using wet combing is a safe, 

cheap and effective method.  For this, all you need is a large bottle of (cheap) hair conditioner, a nit comb and some time and 

patience.  It is best to ask someone to help you. 

 Wash the hair with your usual shampoo 

 While the hair is wet, apply plenty of hair conditioner 

 Comb the hair using a fine nit comb. 

 Comb from the roots upwards 

 Check the comb for lice and clear them away after each sweep 

 Comb all the hair, a little at a time, carefully 

 Repeat this every 3 days for 2 weeks to get rid of any newly hatched lice 

 For information on how to spot, treat and prevent head lice, visit http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Head-lice/Pages/

Introduction.aspx 



 

 

Longleaze Primary School invites parents to: 

Meet the New SENCO 

 

Pop in for a cup of Tea or Coffee.  Friday 7th October, 2016.  Drop off – 10:00 
am 

 

Come say hello to Mrs Knowles and have a chat about your child. 

 

If you can’t make it on the day, please feel free to contact 
the office to book an alternative time to say hello.   



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9th September 2016 
 
Dear Parents 
ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNORS: NOMINATIONS 
 

There is one vacancy for a parent governor to serve on the Governing Body of this school.  This vacancy arises as   
Natalie Onslow has completed her four year term of office. We are very keen to encourage parents (or people with   
parental responsibility) of registered pupils to nominate themselves to fill this place.  Details of what you will need to do 
to be nominated are given below.   
 
Parent governors are elected by parents and from parents and are vital to our Governing Body.  They share equally 
with other governors the responsibility for carrying out the Governing Body's wide range of responsibilities.  Governors 
do not run the school day to day, as their role is at the strategic or policy-making level in the school.  You do not have to 
be an expert on education to be a school governor, your role would be as a typical parent bringing a parent’s             
perspective to the running of the Governing Body and the school.  We value the experience that all governors bring to 
the role.   
 
If you join our Governing Body, you will serve for a four year term and you can continue to the end of the term of office 
even if your child/children leave the school.  Being a governor does take up time.  There are six Governing Body     
meetings each year, and governors usually serve on a committee which also meets six times a year.  Meetings are held 
in the evening. You will need to set aside time to be able to be an effective governor: time to prepare for meetings, for 
visiting the school, undertaking training and updating.    
 
To find out more about what being a governor at this school is like, you can contact Natalie Onslow, or                    
Sarah Beaumont and Karen Manders, also parent governors, who will be very willing to answer any questions.   
 
If you would like to take the opportunity to put yourself forward as a candidate, you may only do so on an official form, 
so please complete and return the attached sheet to me by 23rd September.  If it is necessary for there to be an    
election, I will contact you to let you know about the arrangements.     
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

Head Teacher 
 

Who can be a parent governor? 

All those who have parental responsibility and are over the age of 18 are eligible to stand for election, including parents 
who work at the school provided that they work for less than 500 hours per year when they are elected.    

There are some circumstances that disqualify an individual from serving as a school governor, please read the list of 
disqualifications (second page of form PG/2) 

How to nominate yourself 

If you would like to put your name forward, complete the nomination form (available from the school office) and write a 
brief personal statement (50 words maximum) to support your nomination.  The statements of all candidates will be 
typed in a standard format and circulated to all parents with ballot papers.   

If the number of nominations is the same as or less than the number of vacancies, all candidates will be elected        
unopposed.   

If there are more nominations than vacancies, an election will take place.   

“Parent” is defined for the purposes of the Constitution Regulations as including “any individual who has or has had pa-
rental responsibility for, or cares or has cared for, a child or young person under the age of 18”. It includes a person 
who the child lives with and who looks after the child, irrespective of what their relationship is with the child. The refer-
ence in the definition must be to someone involved in the full-time care of the child on a settled basis. 

 Each parent shall be entitled to one vote for each vacancy.  No parent shall be able to cast more than one vote per va-
cancy nor more than one vote per candidate regardless of the number of children that parent may have at the school. 

 In some circumstances this can result in a child having more than two parents.  Where this does occur, all the child’s 
parents are entitled to take part in the election. 



 

 

Water Bottle Reminder 

We ask that you please just provide water in drinks bottles for children to drink during the school day. 

The reason for this request is twofold.  Firstly, it is the healthiest liquid to consume and we should be 

encouraging all children to drink the recommended amounts of liquid a day for their age.  Water does 

not contain sugars or sweeteners like juice and squash do and, as a Healthy School, we want to       

promote drinking water as an essential life choice for our children.  Secondly, water will not stain or 

ruin a child's work if accidentally spilt in the classroom like juice or squash has in the past. 

The Tuck Shop does provide juice and smoothies which are limited to one per child per day, in          

accordance with nutrition guidelines, if your child would like an alternative drink during the days when 

this is running.  These are to be consumed on the playground and not taken back into class. 

If your child has a medical condition which requires them to drink a specified amount of liquid a day, 

please would you ensure that a member of staff has knowledge of this and we can work together to 

ensure that medical advice is followed.  

If your child has a medical condition which requires them to drink a liquid other than water please 

bring in the letter from your doctor. 

If your child refuses or dislikes water and you would like some support or advice in dealing with this, 

please make an appointment with me and I will be happy to help. 

We very much appreciate your co-operation to ensure that Longleaze remains a Healthy School. 

Kind regards 

Mrs Ceri Seal 

Healthy Schools Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

Worry Box 

Our ‘Worry Box’ (in the library) is available for all children to use.  If anyone doesn’t feel that they can talk to an 

adult, they will be able to express any worries and concerns in a confidential manner using the box.  The con-

cerns will then be dealt with in a supportive manner by Mrs Seal, Ms Thompson or Mrs Lyall.  It is expected that 

most of the concerns will centre around school issues.  However should there be more serious concerns raised, 

please be assured that the family will be informed and involved in the resolution of the problems.  We hope 

that you will continue to support this scheme which is intended to provide support for any child who finds it 

difficult to speak directly to an adult.  Thank you. 



 

 



 

 

Dates for your Diary 

September 

 

12th - Class letters go out & Pick and Mix (Y1-6) 

sent home 

15th - 5.30pm - Silver Birch Class meeting 

16th - Elm Class first swimming 

16th - YR stay for lunch 

19th - 23rd - Braeside week 

19th - 3.15pm - Ash Class meeting 

20th - 3.15pm - Rowan Class meeting 

22nd  - 3.15pm - Beech and Elm Class meetings 

22nd - 4.00pm - Lime Class meeting 

22nd - 5.00pm - Chestnut Class meeting 

22nd - Governing Body sub-committees  

23rd  - YR stay all day 

26th - 3.15pm EYFS in Oak and Acorn Class 

meeting 

27th - 3.15pm - Acorn (Year 1) Class meeting 

29th - Parents’ Forum; LSA Discos 

30th - LSA meeting  

            Macmillan coffee     morning  

 

October 

 

4th- Phonics session for EYFS parents at 2.30pm 

5th - Harvest Festival 

6th- Phonics session for EYFS parents at 9.00am 

7th - Meet Mrs Knowles, our new SENCo after 

drop-off 

10th - Full Governing Body (FGB) meeting  

11th - SIAP workshop with parents/governors (5-

6pm) 

14th LSA Cake sale after school  

18th - Open Day for YR 2017 (9.00-11.30am & 

1.15-2.45pm) 

21st - End of term 1 

31st -Term 2 begins 

31st - 4th Nov - Safety Week 1 

  

  

  

  

November 

31st Oct - 4th - Safety Week 1 

2nd - Parent/Carer Assessment information ses-

sions 9-10am & 5-6pm 

3rd- Parents’ Forum 

4th - Pick and Mix due in; Family Friday 

3rd -  Class letters and Pick and Mix sent home 

7th -  11th - Safety Week 2 

9th & 10th - Parent/Carer meetings 

10th Flu vaccinations for Year 1, 2 and 3 from 

12.30pm  

10th - Autumn School Review 

11th Mr Elliott Music concert  

15th - Astracolour photos (individual and family) 

17th - Open Day for YR 2017 (9.00-11.30am & 

1.15-2.45pm) 

17th - Governing Body sub-committees 

26th - LSA Christmas Fayre 

  

December 

1st - Parents’ Forum 

2nd - Family Friday 

5th - Nativity dress rehearsal for school; FGB 

meeting 

6th - Nativity performance in the afternoon 

7th - Nativity performance in the morning 

8th - Nativity performances afternoon 

9th - Pick and Mix Show and Tell 

12th - Key stage 1 parties pm  

13th Key stage 2 parties pm  

13th - Carol Service, 10.00am at St Bartholomew’s 
Parish Church; KS2 parties 
14th - Christmas lunch 

15th - Pantomime visiting school at 2pm 

TBD - Carols round the tree at 3.30pm 

16th - End of term 2 at 1.30pm 

  

Reminder about Lost Property 

Please can we remind all Parents/Carers to put 

names on all their children's belongings so that 

they can be returned if they get lost.  We do not 

have a lost property store.  Many thanks. 



 

 

Please note the Allergen numbers on the 

menu for school lunches.  These refer to 

the Allergens listed here and on our web-

site under the Parents/Carers tab, Lunch 

Menu. 



 

 

Next week’s school lunch menu (week 1) 

WEK 

Available daily :- fresh fruit and salad from our salad bar, freshly made bread, homemade fruit yoghurt and two 
choices of vegetables, fresh water. Please feel free to talk to Carol for any special dietary needs on 01793 
849251. 
The small print…  All meals ordered must be accompanied by the correct payment. The school kitchen does not 
offer credit terms and will not provide a meal without payment. 

£2.30 for a 

child’s meal 

each day 

The popular school bookshop (which is open for our children during Wednes-

day lunchtimes) will be opening once a month on Mondays at 2.30pm – 

3.30pm on the following dates: 

19th September 

31st October 

14th November 

28th November 

12th December 

Do pop in and see the wonderful range of books available to your children (good prices, too!). 

Thank you to Ms Piper, Mrs Smith and Mrs Dicks who run the bookshop. 

 Chinese Day Roast Mexican Day British Fish Day 
Monday 

12th September 
Tuesday 

13th September 
Wednesday 

14th September 
Thursday 

15th September 
Friday 

16th September 

Sausages 
2, 14 

Sweet and Sour 
Chicken 

1 

Pork Steak and Gravy 
2 

Mild Chilli Mince 
Pitta Pocket 
2, 12, 13, 17 

Fish Fingers 
2, 5 

Quorn Sausage 
2, 4, 7 

Spring Rolls 
1, 2, 13, 14 Vegetable Burger 

Quorn Chilli 
Pitta Pockets 
2, 4, 7, 12, 13 

Vegetable Fingers 
2 

Jacket Potato with 
Baked Beans 

Jacket Potato with 
Tuna 

4, 5, 9 

Jacket Potato with 
Chicken and 
Sweetcorn 

4, 9 

Jacket Potato with 
Cheese 7 

Jacket Potato with  
Baked Beans 

Mashed potato 
Baked Beans 

Broccoli 

Rice and mixed vege-
tables 

Roast Potatoes,    
Cabbage and Carrots 

Potato Wedges 
Sweetcorn and Green 

Beans 
2 

Baked Beans and Peas 

Fruit Smoothie Jelly with Fruit Choc Ice 
7, 13 

Mexican Cinnamon 
Brownies 

2,4, 6 

Orange and Mango 
Fruit Smoothie 

Remember! 

 

Once a week - take a peek! 

 

Together we can beat head 

lice. 

For advice and support, ring our 

School Nurse on 01793 605418 

 


