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Tidy Classroom Award 

Congratulations to  Rowan Class 

who won the Tidy Classroom 

Award last term.  

Learning Powers 

In last term’s Celebration Assembly, 

these children were awarded ruby 

Learning Power certificates for being                  

responsible: Olivia Lyons, Sebastian Kermani, 

Matthew Deane, Mary-Kate Bruce, Joel Brewster, 

Dexter Blackie, Bonnie George, Archer                 

Fiander-Hughes, Vishakan Sivakumaran, Krystal 

Stephenson, Olivia Rogers, Scarlet Randell and 

Chestnut Class 

Congratulations!  

Next Week’s Events 

Tuesday—Year 5 and 6 Trip to the British 
Museum.  

Friday - Last Ash swimming 

Learning GEM OF the Term 

Sapphire  

Value of the Term 

Aspiration  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?start=89&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4PRFB_enGB447GB447&biw=1280&bih=789&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=9BvYBIMJuzIVJM:&imgrefurl=http://gem-palace.crownsdiamonds.com/jewels-and-gems/&docid=t_YgaM-lnL3FhM&imgurl=http://gem-palace.crownsdiamon
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you and your families have enjoyed a lovely Christmas and happy new year! 

 I am very pleased to write my first newsletter as the Head Teacher of Longleaze Primary School. I have been given a 

very warm welcome by all the staff and children and I look forward to making many positive relationships with all 

members of the school community in the weeks and months to come. My highest priority, is to ensure that all the chil-

dren continue to enjoy school life and achieve to the very best of their abilities in the supportive and caring learning 

environment, characteristic of Longleaze Primary School. I am also hoping to spend considerable time in classrooms 

and on the playground to ensure that I quickly get to know all the children. 

I will be meeting and working with the LSA and Parent Forum this term, and I also hope to host a Coffee and Cakes 

morning for parents and carers in due course. This will provide the opportunity for you to meet me personally.  

I have been very fortunate since my appointment in July to have a very thorough handover with Mrs Pickard and Mr 

Yeo. I would like to thank Mrs Pickard and the school’s governors for these transition opportunities, and wish Mrs Pick-

ard a very happy retirement.  

Term 3 is packed with lots of exciting learning opportunities for the children, including a Healthy Eating week and some 

inspiring assemblies around the theme of Aspiration. Please look out for this term’s class letter and Pick and Mix learn-

ing activities, so that you can continue to support your child at home with their learning.  

If you would like to meet with me to discuss your child, please don’t hesitate to contact the school office to make an 

appointment to see me.  

Yours faithfully,  

Mrs Laura Oakes 

The Value of Aspiration. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping us develop values at Longleaze School. It was 

wonderful that the work we have already done on developing values has been recognised 

during   the Values Based Education audit that was carried out back in November.  One of the 

strengths that was highlighted by the VBE assessor was how much parents promote values at 

home. 

During term 2, the value we focused on was Kindness.  We were inundated with certificates 

showing how children had demonstrated kindness at home. Last term, all of these certificates 

were displayed on the values display in the hall and have now been stuck into a special value’s journal.  

This term, the value we are focusing on is Aspiration.  There are lots of ways your child can show this value at home. Here are a 

few examples: 

Encourage your child to take on a difficult challenge e.g. build a complicated Lego model or go on a long bike ride; 

Ask your child to set themselves a New Year’s resolution and encourage them to stick to it; 

Ask your child to record a “personal best” at something.  It might be a physical activity e.g. the number of times they can 

throw and catch a ball without dropping it or a mental challenge e.g. the speed they can do a timetable in.  Encourage 

them to try to beat this record and then set a new one; 

Ask your child to tell you about a dream they might have for the future. Encourage them to tell you how they might go about 

reaching this dream. 

Please help your child celebrate the value of Aspiration by filling out the Home Values Certificates that will be sent home this week. 

We look forward to you sharing these examples with us. 

Kind regards 

Mr Yeo (Values Leader) 
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Congratulations to these children who received a certificate for showing the Value of Kindness at the end 
of last term: Molly Merritt, Zack Davey, Keelan Barrett, Jamie Gregory, Dylan    Nicholson, Brandon 
Strange, Sanjanah Raveendran, Alex Sherwood and Kyla Yon. 

Attendance 

Congratulations to Rowan Class who won the  Attendance Cup for the last week of term, 

and to Rowan Class who had the highest attendance from 1st September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Attendance  
Number of 

late arrivals 
Minutes lost 

Acorn 98.57% 0 0 

Oak 96.21% 0 0 

Lime 71.85% 0 0 

Chestnut 98.00% 0 0 

Elm 97.14% 0 0 

Ash 97.04% 0 0 

Rowan 100% 0 0 

Beech 96.97% 0 0 

Silver Birch 98.13% 2 140 

The target for ‘good’ attendance is set  by the DfE at 97% 

Can your class be the PE kit Champions? 

This term we want all children to always have their PE kits in school so that they can safely 

join in with all the fun that their class is having in PE. Therefore to ensure this happens we 

have a bit of an incentive. At the end of term 4, just before Easter, we will check in the 

office to see which class has had the least names in the no PE kit book. The class with the 

least names will all win a sports equipment prize. Prizes will include a tennis racquet,   

football and skipping game. 
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Governor of the Month 

Governor of the Month – Joseph Richardson 

Becoming a Parent Governor at Longleaze was something I had been thinking 

about for some time, so when the opportunity came up I jumped at the 

chance. It is a really interesting, challenging and fulfilling way to contribute to 

the school. In my job I have to ask many challenging questions, look at data 

and information to work out what it means and contribute to the future      

direction of our business which is very similar to a governor role, only that the 

‘business’ is actually the future of all our children (good job I happen to work 

for a toy company with similar interests!) 

A little about me, I have been married to Victoria for 11 years, we have 2 boys. Freddy  (Year 2 Chestnut) and Bertie 

(Longleaze preschool).  My wife and I are originally from a little town called Nailsworth in the Cotswolds. In 2002 

we moved down to Guildford in Surrey following work and education opportunities. We had a great 12 years down 

there but once we had our second child we wanted to get back to the country life that we grew up with. Why Royal 

Wootton Bassett? Simple! it is a great place!  It ticks so many boxes for anyone bringing up a young family. We 

moved here 2 years ago and have had an amazing time settling in and definitely feel we made the right choice. 

In my spare time I play electric guitar and am also a keen modeller, whether it in brick form with the kids or model 

railways I’m always creating something. 

What type of governor am I? I guess I’d have to say curious and challenging but positive and creative. I am very 

passionate about the development of children.   I really believe in getting to the root causes of problems or issues 

and will ask the difficult questions when its right to do so but I am always wanting to contribute to creating long 

term answers to these challenges and getting hands on wherever appropriate. 

My experience so far as a governor is limited but it’s fair to say the school has seen a number of big challenges in 

this time that has really allowed me to get involved straight away. 

I’d like to take this chance to thank Clare Pickard for her amazing time as head. She was one of the main reasons 

we chose the school 2 years ago and I’m so glad we did. I also want to welcome Laura Oakes as new head and offer 

my support going forward.  

CALLING ALL ADULTS AND CHILDREN  

Do you want to start the New Year in a fun way? 

Do you want to build up your stamina when it comes to fitness?  

If so come and join Miss Lawrence every Friday between 8.25am and 8.35am for 

wake and shake on the KS2 playground, Starting on Friday the 13th of January.  

All year groups are welcome. If you line up on the KS1 playground you can join in 

with wake and Shake and then you will have 5 minutes to walk around to the KS1 

playground to line up.  

No PE kit is required, although if you come wearing trainers that’s     fine. School shoes will need to be 

put back on before going into  class Please note all KS1 children should have an adult present if they are 

joining . Please do not leave your child unattended on the KS2 playground.  
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HEAD LICE 

 

Within most schools at any one time there will be a small number of children infected with head lice.  Infection levels remain 

fairly constant so we need your help to combat the bugs!  

As a school it is our job to promote the policy and ensure parents/carers are provided with the advice and support to effec-

tively detect and treat cases of head lice affecting their own children. 

We understand your frustrations and concerns regarding head lice.  Here are some answers to your questions: 

Who is responsible for the prevention of head lice? 

It remains parental responsibility to detect and administer treatment for head lice to their own children. 

Why do you not exclude children from school who have head lice? 

This is not an option.  The Department for Education advises that children should not be excluded.  The reason for this is that 

although head lice are unpleasant it is not classed as an infectious disease, which warrants keeping a pupil away from school.  

Why do we no longer receive letters when there is an outbreak of head lice? 

Most schools are likely to have a few children with head lice at any one time.  On that basis, ‘alert’ letters could potentially be 

required every day of the school year.  ‘Alert’ letters also frequently lead parents to attempt to treat their children preventa-

tively, which is neither effective nor advised.  Head lice infection cannot be prevented, and over-use of insecticide treatments 

may lead to resistance.  We send a text alert just to the families in the class where there is an outbreak, and let the parent/

carer of the child infected know directly. 

What is the school doing to help control infection?  

Although schools no longer have ‘nit nurses’ or do termly checks, we do still have an important role in supporting parents in  

managing the problem.  By working closely with parents, carers and our children and promoting the head lice policy we can 

hopefully make a difference.  We will provide advice and support to parents by promoting our new campaign ‘Once a week, 

take a peek’, developing information on the school website to offer advice on detection and treatment, and additional sup-

port from the School Nurse if requested by a parent.  If your child is suspected of having head lice we will inform you and re-

quest that you check your child and treat if necessary.  If a child is continually infected, we will seek advice from the School 

Nurse about supporting the family. 

What can I do as a parent to help control infection? 

As previously mentioned it is parental responsibility to detect and administer treatment for head lice to their own children.  

We would like you to check your child for head lice once a week using a nit comb which is available from the local chemist .  

Please check your child’s hair regularly as head lice don’t always cause an itchy scalp (head) so many people will be unaware 

that they are infected.  We request that long hair is tied up to minimise head to head contact in school.  

Treating head lice is not a problem.  Detection and effective ongoing treatment of head lice is key to reducing the outbreaks.  

Should your child come home with head lice the whole family will need to be treated.  We appreciate that this can be costly 

and you might consider asking your doctor for a prescription as this is sometimes possible.  Using wet combing is a safe, cheap 

and effective method.  For this, all you need is a large bottle of (cheap) hair conditioner, a nit comb and some time and pa-

tience.  It is best to ask someone to help you. 

 Wash the hair with your usual shampoo 

 While the hair is wet, apply plenty of hair conditioner 

 Comb the hair using a fine nit comb. 

 Comb from the roots upwards 

 Check the comb for lice and clear them away after each sweep 

 Comb all the hair, a little at a time, carefully 

 Repeat this every 3 days for 2 weeks to get rid of any newly hatched lice 

  

For information on how to spot, treat and prevent head lice, visit http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Head-lice/Pages/

Introduction.aspx 
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Next week’s school lunch menu (week 3) 

Available daily :- fresh fruit and salad from our salad bar, freshly made bread, homemade fruit yoghurt and 

two choices of vegetables, fresh water. Please feel free to talk to Carol for any special dietary needs on 

01793 849251. 

The small print…  All meals ordered must be accompanied by the correct payment. The school kitchen does not offer 

credit terms and will not provide a meal without payment.  

£2.30 for a 

child’s meal 

each day 

Dates for your Diary  

January 

3rd - Professional Development Day - school closed 

4th - Term 3 begins 

13th - Last Ash Class swimming  

16th & 17th - Aspiration Assemblies 

20th - Rowan Class swimming 

23rd - Healthy Eating Week  

26th - Parent Forum 9am -10am 

27th - Family Friday; Rowan Class swimming 

30th -Governor Sub–committee meetings 

 

February 

3rd - Rowan Class swimming; Ash Class Assembly at 2.30pm 

6th - FGB meeting 

7th & 8th - Parent/Carer evenings 

9th - End of Term 3 

10th - Professional Development Day - school closed 

20th - Term 4 begins 

24th -  Last Rowan Class swimming; Pick ‘N’ Mix Sharing 

Family Friday; Beech Class Assembly 

 

The school bookshop is open 

on the following Mondays, 

2.30pm–3.30pm: 

27th February  

27th March  

24th April 

22nd May  

19th June  

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Pepperoni Pizza Chicken Beef Bolognaise Pork Steak Fish Cakes 

Cheese and     
Tomato Pizza 

 

Quorn Fillet 
Quorn Bolognaise 

 

Quorn and Red 
Vegetable Burger  

Jacket Potato 
with Tuna Mayo  

Jacket Potato with 
Chicken and 
Sweetcorn 

 Jacket Potato with 
Baked Beans  

Wedges 

Vegetables 

Roast Potatoes, 
Vegetables 

 Stuffing and Gravy 

Pasta Twists 

Vegetables 

Garlic Bread 

Roast Potatoes 

Vegetables 

Gravy 

Apple Sauce 

Smiley Faces, Baked 
Beans and Peas  

Syrup Sponge and 
Custard Cherry Flapjack Fruit Smoothie 

Chocolate and   
Vanilla Cookie 

 
Vanilla Artic Roll 


