
 

 

Ideas for CORE SKILLS home learning. 

Core skills should be completed at least twice a week. This will give your 

child the opportunity to practise these important skills we teach them at 

school. 

Following some suggestions at parents’ evening, I have provided some 

possible ideas to help you with completing the core skills learning at 

home. 

 

 

Maths: 

- Use your Numicon pack: 

o Pick a number card and find the Numicon piece. Can they make the 

number using 2 pieces, or 3? 

o Pick a Numicon piece, can they find the number card? Can they write 

the number down? 

o Make a Numicon number line. Take a picture or draw around the 

pieces. 

o Draw around the pieces to make a picture. 

o Can you find 1 more than…/ 1 less than….? 

o Choose 2 pieces, can you add them together? How many holes are 

there altogether?  

o Can you make a square/rectangle using the pieces? How many pieces 

did you use? What pieces did you use? Take a picture or draw around 

them. 

o Spot the missing piece. Put some pieces on the table, take one away 

while they aren’t looking, which one has gone? What colour is it? 

-  Keep a record of everything in your child’s room. How many toys/ tops/ socks/ 

pillows/ pencils etc. do they have? They could count a different item in their 

room each day and keep a record. They could keep updating the list as things 

change. 

- Go on a shape hunt. What shapes can you find? Keep a record by taking 

pictures or drawing it in your Pick and Mix book. 

- Guess the shape. Take turns to give clues to guess the shape. For example, “It 

has 4 corners, it has 4 sides, all the sides are straight, all the sides are the same 

length.” It is a square. 

- Help with the washing. Can they pair up socks? Count how many different 

items of clothing there are. Order items by size. Are there more trousers or tops? 

Are there less pants or socks? Etc. 

- Help set the table. How many people are eating? How many cups/ plates/ 

forks/ knives do we need? Can you share the food fairly? How many potatoes 

does each person get? Can you cut the food in half? Etc. 

 



 

 

 

Phonics: 

- Rainbow write the graphemes and digraphs in your child’s phonics book. Draw 

pictures of things with that sound in. 

- Make your own phonics book. For example, you could cut and stick things from 

a magazine with a particular sound in. 

- Choose a sound to work on whilst reading your bedtime story. How many times 

can you spot that sound? You could keep a record in a table in your Pick and 

Mix book. 

- Play ‘Robot Says’. Take turns to be the robot and robot speak a command. For 

example, “robot says j-u-m-p”; “robot says s-i-ng a s-o-ng”. 

- In addition to learning sounds and using these to blend and segment for 

reading and writing, children also need to learn some tricky words which can 

not be sounded out. These are all the phase 2 and phase 3 tricky words which 

children should be able to read and spell: 

o Phase 2: I, to, no, go, the, into 

o Phase 3: he, she, we, me, be, my, you, they, her, all, are 

- You can pick a tricky word to focus on spotting in books, on the telly (if you put 

subtitles on), in magazines etc. You can also practise spelling the word using 

magnetic letters, write it in lots of different colours in your Pick and Mix book. 

Think of sentences with the word in and write them down, you could draw a 

picture to go with the sentence too. 

 

 

  

Handwriting: 

- The most important thing is to make sure they are forming the letters correctly. 

- The letters are grouped to help the children remember how to form them: 

o Long ladder letters: l, t, i, j, u, y 

o One armed robot letters: r, n, m, h, b, k, p 

o Curly caterpillar letters: c, a, d, o, g, q, s, f, e 

o Zig zig monster letters: z, v, w, x 

- You can prastice forming all letters correctly using the letter mat attached.  

- Here are some other ideas for practising letter formation: 

o Using a stick in the garden or park. 

o On a steamy window or mirror. 

o Using chalks, paints, crayons etc. 

o Tracing over letters you have drawn. 

o Write them getting smaller, and smaller, and smaller. Or bigger and 

bigger. 

o Push onto a cushion or soft surface to leave an imprint.  

o Use tablet or smart phone apps such as ‘Hairy Letters’. 

 


