
CHESTNUT CLASS NEWSLETTER 

AUTUMN TERM 2 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                                                                                3rd November, 2016 

Thank you so much for all your support during our first term in Chestnut Class.  The children have all settled in very 

well and we are looking forward to letting you know how they are getting on during our Parent/Carer evenings next 

week.   

Last term the children enjoyed meeting Mrs Armitage and learning more about her inventions.  This term, we will be 

investigating one of the biggest events in our country’s history – the Gunpowder Plot!  Will the children choose to 

plot against the King or be loyal to him?  Secret messages, letters and drama will all add to the excitement! 

In the latter part of the term, we will be exploring how Christmas is celebrated in other countries of the world.  In 

particular, we will be visiting Russia to find out about the story of Papa Panov’s Christmas and children will be 

developing their own story writing through Talk for Writing. 

In Grammar, the children will be consolidating their use of word classes and basic punctuation, as well as learning 

about prepositions, different types of sentences including questions, exclamations, statements and commands and 

relative clauses!  This sounds daunting, but we will do our best to teach them in a fun way! 

In Maths, we will be finishing looking at subtraction and moving on to measure, graphs and multiplication and 

division.  We will be starting to teach children times tables at this time.  Children will continue to have opportunities 

to deepen their understanding through reasoning and problem solving.  We feel it is also important that children are 

continuing to develop their arithmetic skills, so please work at home with them on adding 2 or more single digit 

numbers together, not just number bonds, as this is something they find difficult to do quickly.   

In Science we will be exploring more about sounds and where they come from and how we hear.   

In RE, the children will be considering ‘Why did God give Jesus to the World?’, once again linked to Christianity.  In 

PE, we will be teaching Real PE ‘Social Skills’ and the children will be learning new dance steps with Miss Lawrence, 

our Superstars teacher, linked to ‘Moving Images’.   

Mr Yeo will teach the children Computing this term, making a basic computer program using the Scratch app.  The 

children will be learning what an algorithm is and how these are used in programming.   

In PSHE, our focus is on Safety when we are ‘Out and About’ and the children have already had a visit from the 

Wiltshire Fire Service to talk about firework safety. 

In Art and Design, we will be looking at printing processes and, in French, we will be looking at vocabulary linked to 

food and Christmas.  Talking of food and Christmas, we will also be doing some Christmas cooking as part of Design 

Technology!   

We are delighted to have Miss Tye, a trainee teacher from North Wiltshire School Centred Initial Teacher Training, 

working in Chestnut Class for most of the year.  In addition, Mrs Richards and Mr Yeo will continue to teach the class 

on Wednesday afternoons. 

We have just assessed the children’s reading using written comprehension and for some children they will be 

changing book level because of this.  Thank you so much for listening to your children read at home – this makes a 

real difference.  With spellings, they continue to be a significant part of the Curriculum and we must please ask that 

you help your child to practise their spellings very regularly.  The personalised spellings your child currently has are 

words picked from spelling tests and literacy books, that they consistently spell incorrectly. 



We would appreciate if you would continue to read to your children at home as well as them reading to you.  This is 

very important to ensure they read a wide range of genre and develop a rich vocabulary. 

Could you please ensure name labels are in all the clothing your child has in school, particularly jumpers, cardigans, 

water bottles, coats and PE kits as we appreciate how expensive these things are to replace – thank you. 

The new Pick and Mix sheet for our class is attached and we would really love to see all the children taking part this 

term.  Please ensure that the Core Skills are practised on a very regular basis, there is a tick list in the new books to 

show this. 

If you have any worries or concerns about your child, please do speak to me after school or to one of our Teaching 

Assistants, Mrs Davies or Mrs Rose.  

With best wishes, 

 

 

 

Lise James 

Chestnut Class Teacher 


